Macdonald Squirts (Initiation Program)  FAQ’s
The Macdonald Squirts (IP) program for the upcoming 2018-2019 hockey season will be for children born in 2012, 2013, and 2014.  

Which nights will games and practice be?

This will be determined by the board closer to the upcoming season.  Typically there is one game a week and one practice a week.

What rink will we play in?

All games and practice locations are set by the Ice Convenor and will be determined when the teams are formed  closer to the upcoming season.  Starbuck, Oak Bluff, and Sanford are the main rinks used for squirts.

If I have two children in squirts will they be on the same team?

Yes, siblings will be kept on the same team.

Are teams made by community or tiered?

Teams are community based as much as possible. In some cases, based on numbers communities will be split in order to make the teams however every effort will be made to have at least 2 members of a single community playing on the same team.  There are no tryouts for squirts, however some attempt on balancing skills will be made based on the returning players.

How does volunteering work?

Each community has their own volunteer requirements.  You can contact the appropriate area rep for Oak Bluff, Sanford, Starbuck, and Domain (for Domain and La Salle residents) for specifics on their respective requirements.  Their contact information can be found at: http://macdonaldhockey.ca/page.php?page_id=42895

Are the games full ice?

All games will utilize the new Squirts cross ice format with no offsides, icing, or scorekeeping.  Game will be a combination of not only an actual game but development utilizing another cross ice section of the ice where skill stations and player development will occur.  

Are there tournaments?

Tournaments are decided by the individual teams themselves along with associated costs.  Most teams attempt to enter tournament(s) and squirts level tournaments are typically held on a single day. 

How do I become a coach?

Your desire to coach can be completed during registration.  The Macdonald hockey board will determine team head coaches closer to the upcoming season when teams are formed.  Hockey Canada coaching requirements can be found at http://www.hockeymanitoba.ca/coaches/requirements .     

There is a Respect in Sports program required for parents?

Yes, atleast one parent or legal guardian for a player must complete the Respect in Sports (RIS) parents program.  Note, the RIS Parents program is different than the RIS for activity leaders (coaches) and must be taken separately.   More information on this program can be found at http://www.hockeymanitoba.ca/members/risparents
What equipment is needed to play hockey?

The following equipment is needed:

Helmet

Mouth Guard

Neck Guard

Shoulder pads

Elbow pads

Gloves

Jock/Jill strap

Pants

Knee/Shin pads

Hockey socks

Skates

Stick

Practice jersey

The following is a Hockey Canada video on proper equipment fitting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtzUxPebp2k
